PREFACE

In an ever-evolving literary landscape, examining historical texts and their intricate features
is crucial for understanding the cultural and intellectual heritage of human civilizations. With
this in mind, I am pleased to present this volume, a study that delves into the captivating
world of Zoroastrian manuscript paratexts.

The aim of this book is to offer readers a nuanced and multidimensional analysis of
the paratexts found mostly in Avestan manuscripts, specifically focusing on colophons and
marginal notes. These elements, though often overlooked, provide invaluable insights into
the historical, social, and cultural contexts in which these manuscripts were created and cir-
culated. By examining these paratexts, we are granted a unique opportunity to delve into the
minds of the scribes, readers and users who have engaged with these texts over the centuries.

This work represents the apex of detailed research carried out during a project funded by
the German Research Academy (DFG) entitled ‘The Colophons of Iranian Avestan Manu-
scripts’ (Project number 239666954, from 2013 to 2018). It is my hope that it will not only
contribute to the growing body of literature on the paratexts of Zoroastrian manuscripts but
also inspire further investigations into the rich and diverse history of this extraordinary liter-
ary tradition.

I extend my deepest gratitude to the Open Access Publication Fund of Goethe University
Frankfurt am Main for their generous support in facilitating the open access publication of
this book.

I am deeply grateful to the many colleagues and mentors that have supported and contrib-
uted to this work in countless ways. I would like to convey my deepest appreciation to Jost
Gippert and Almut Hintze for their unwavering support and encouragement throughout this
journey, as well as their invaluable mentorship and expertise.

My deepest appreciation goes out to Hamidreza Nikravesh for editing the penultimate
version of the book. I am incredibly grateful for the support provided by Mehraban Pouladi,
the chairman of the Mobeds’ assembly in Iran, throughout all these years. Through a highly
productive collaboration since 2016, we were able to discover a significant number of Zoro-
astrian manuscripts and historical documents in Iran, many of which are used in this book.

In conclusion, I fervently hope that this book will illuminate the intriguing world of Zoro-
astrian manuscripts and their paratexts. May it ignite curiosity and inspire readers to embark
on their own exploratory journeys into these manuscripts.

Saloumeh Gholami, Frankfurt am Main, July 2023



