Editors' Preface

Iranian languages constitute one of the geographically most extensive branches of Indo-
European, and boast historical attestation running back for some 3000 years. Up until quite
recently, however, research on these languages tended to be conducted in rather distinct
disciplines, often with little interaction among them. Scholars working within formal
approaches to syntax, for example, found little opportunity to exchange ideas with scholars
working on historical philology, or dialectology. A major turning point in bringing scholars
from all theoretical persuasions together was the First International Conference on Iranian
Linguistics, held in June 2005 at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology in
Leipzig, which inaugurated a tradition of interdisciplinary linguistic research on Iranian
languages that we are proud to continue with the present volume.

The 13 chapters of this volume represent a selection of the papers presented at the Third
International Conference on Iranian Linguistics, held in September 2009 at the Institut de
linguistique et Phonétique Générales et Appliquées, Université Sorbonne Nouvelle in Paris.
We would like to extend our gratitude-to-the local organizers of the conference for making
it such a fruitful and enjoyable occasion. All contributions that were submitted to this
volume were carefully evaluated by the editors in collaboration with at least two external
referees per paper. Most contributions underwent extensive revisions before being accepted
for publication. We would like thank those colleagues who invested a considerable amount
of time and effort in acting as referees; without their commitment we would be unable to
maintain the high standards that the field deserves. In alphabetical order, their names are:
Irene Balles, Olivier Bonami, Desmond Durkin-Meisteremnst, Gwendoline Fox, Lewis
Gebhardt, Sumayya Granger, Thomas Jiigel, Shahrzad Mahootian, Karine Megerdoomian,
Nicole Nau, Cédric Patin, Ludwig Paul, Anne Salazar-Orvig, Don Stilo, Maziar
Toussarvandani, Andreas Waibel, Claudia Wegener and Paul Widmer.

This volume is divided into three parts. Part one, historical and comparative Iranian syntax,
contains chapters by Saloumeh Gholami, Nicholas Sims-Williams, Antje Wendtland,
Agnes Kom, and Arseniy Vydrin. The first three contributions treat the morpho-syntax of
two extinct East Iramian languages, revealing a fruitful and innovative synthesis of
philological 'investigations with insights from syntactic typology. Komn’s chapter covers
both synchronic and diachronic aspects of a typologically unusual development in a broad
range of Iranian languages, 'while Vydrin’s chapter surveys the expression of
counterfactuality within Iranian from a largely synchronic perspective, but informed with
areal-typological explanations. Part two, the morpho-syntax of lesser-know Iranian
languages, contains contributions by Daniel Paul, Gregory Stump and Andrew Hippisley,
and two joint contributions, Oleg Belaev and Arseniy Vydrin, and David Erschler and
Vitaly Volk. They reflect a growing interest in the “smaller” Iranian languages, not only as
a source for comparative and historical Iranian philology, but also for the insights they offer
for general linguistic theory. Part three, the linguistics of Modern Persian, presents new
insights on aspects of Modern Persian. Nadeni and Oostendorp’s contribution presents an
OT-based re-assessment of epenthetic consonants, while Ganjavi revisits the issue of
marking vs. non-marking of direct objects. Pirooz looks at control in finite subordinate
clauses, while Deravi and Dommergues present the results of an empirical investigation of
code-switching by highly proficient Persian-French bilinguals.
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Taken together, these contributions represent the dynamic and rapidly growing nature of
Iranian linguistics, a field which has united linguists of all persuasions who share a strong
commitment to the scientific investigatic nguages, their structure, history and
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Finally, we would like to producing the map in Antje
Wendtland’s chapter, and al ng the graphics in several other
contributions, Irina Nevskaya for assistance in the transliteration of Russian bibliographic
items, Georg Warmning for ails, the Reichert Verlag for their

3 articles and for their constructive





