Preface

This book is the revised version of my PhD thesis, submitted at the Ludwig-Maximilians-
Universitdt Miinchen in November 2009. First of all, I thank my supervisors, Rolf M.
Schneider and Richard Miles for their invaluable advice, help and support in many respects,
as well as Franz Alto Bauer, whose assistance, and not at least advocacy in support of the
publication of this book, have been very welcome. I benefitted very much from my mem-
bership in the Graduate School ‘Prestige in Ancient Cultures’, funded by the DFG, based in
Munich. Generous support allowed me to spend a good deal of my dissertation at the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, so that I could fully enjoy the fruits of international co-supervision.
Richard Miles first introduced me to the archacology and history of late antique North Af-
rica on his excavation at Bir Messaouda in Carthage over the course of four years, for
which I am most grateful. Many colleagues have helped to shape my image of late antique
North Africa over the last years, some of whom have become friends, most of all: Guido
Berndt, Roland Steinacher, Philipp von Rummel and Anna Leone. I 'am grateful for discus-
sions with Jonathan Conant, Andy Merrills, F. M. Clover, Walter Pohl, Michael Ku-
likowski, Guy Halsall and Gareth Sears that have helped me in different ways. Shortly
before submission in late 2009, Richard Miles and Andy Merrills provided me with a pre-
liminary printout of their 2010 ‘The Vandals’, which was of invaluable help in the final
stages of completion. I have re-worked parts of the original version of my PhD dissertation,
however, I have not integrated new work that appeared after later 2009 into this book. I am
most grateful to Richard Neal and Jonathan Long who took the challenge to correct my
English. Finally, I thank Ursula Reichert for adding this book to the series, and Miriam
Wiirfel at Reichert Verlag for her help in putting this monograph into being. I dedicate this
work to my family, especially my parents, and most of all to the memory of my father.
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